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The SCOOP  
 

Newsletter of the Claymont, Delaware 

Lions Club 

October 2026  

 

 

 

 

 

PROVIDING 88 YEARS OF SERVICE-TO-OTHERS IN THE CLAYMONT AREA 
 
Nolan S. Lewis, President  Lee Bird, Secretary 
Dick Gackenbach, Treasurer  Lisa MB Johnson, SCOOP Editor 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT: 

Hello Claymont Lions:  

 

The fall season is fast approaching, with the leaves beginning to change colors and 

the weather getting a little colder. Please be safe and take care of yourselves from 

fraudulent schemes that AI has presented. 
 

At our September 23rd dinner meeting, we had the opportunity to host DG Dr. Esosa Iriowen and 

his cabinet for their official visit. DG Esosa gave a great presentation on how to best serve our 

community; he blessed us with his wisdom and his vision for District 22-D for the upcoming year. 

Thanks to our Zone Chair, Lion Amanda Scarborough, for stepping in to help with introductions of 

the DG and his cabinet. 
 

I want to thank IPP Carol Lecates for starting our Meals on Wheels program, which has been a 

success. I look forward to serving on that committee. Thanks to all who have stepped up to serve. 

October is going to be a busy month with lots of projects and activities. Starting October 1, we have 

the Lions Eye Screening event at the Claymont Community Center. Thanks to Lion Bill Gerety and 

the committee. Then we have White Cane Days, October 1–3, at various locations throughout the 

Claymont area. Special thanks to Lion Frazier for setting up the locations.  Meals on Wheels will be 

held on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Mondays of the month. Special thanks to Lion IPP Carol for organizing 

this great project.  Our Winter Pancake Breakfast is October 24th. Thanks to Co-Chairs Lion Bob 

and Lion George for organizing this great event.  In addition, the next board meeting will be at The 

Bird’s Nest on October 21st. Last, but not least, the second DG Cabinet meeting will be held at the 

Modern Maturity Center in Dover on October 29th.  
 

Thanks to all who help to make our projects successful throughout the year. You definitely exemplify 

the motto, “We Serve.” 
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I am open to innovative ideas and suggestions, do not hesitate to reach out to me if there is anything 

I can do to make this Lion year better. Hope to see you at one of our dinners or board meeting or an 

upcoming event. 

 

Nolan S. Lewis 

King Lion  

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY OCTOBER LIONS 

Happy Birthday to the following Lions born in October:  

10/5 Bob Hershberger  10/11 Sean Logue   

10/22 Bill Moser   10/30 Joshua Ferguson   

10/31 Nader Makarious 

 

 

Those Lions whose birthdays fall in the month of the meeting are reminded to bring a wrapped gift 

for auction at a dinner meeting in that month. If your birthday falls during a non-meeting month, 

Lions are asked to bring a wrapped gift to the next dinner meeting.  Monies collected from this 

activity are deposited in the club Administrative Account and used to support member activities 

and club financial needs.  

 

DINNER MEETINGS  

Dinner Meetings will be held at Duffers Mills (1600 Naaman’s Creek 

Road, Garnet Valley, PA).   

 

Please remember: 

➢ Social Hour begins at 5:30 p.m. Dinner begins at 6:30 p.m. 

Cost for dinner is $30 (including tax and tip).   

➢ Our Treasurer Dick Gackenbach will accept cash or a check (made to Claymont Lions) 

at the door. Sorry, no credit cards.  

➢ Attire for dinner meetings is Business Casual.  

➢  Ordering from the menu is limited to DIETARY restrictions.  

Reminders for reservations along with dinner details will be sent via email by Lion Frazier Van 

Velsor.  
 

Program Chair, Lion Frazier Van Velsor, has been lining up speakers for our upcoming dinner 

meetings. The following speakers are scheduled for October and November.  You will be 

notified of speaker changes and updates. 

 

https://wedonteatanythingwithaface.blogspot.com/2013/12/carrot-parsnip-and-nut-roast-vegan.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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October 14th Seamen’s Center of Wilmington – Kathryn Bradley, 

Executive Director 

October 28th  Dan Crossland, Estate Planning Attorney 

November 4th  Christmas Tree Kick-Off 

November 18th  Delaware Assistive Technology Initiative – Madeline 

Laquer 

 

SEPTEMBER 9th DINNER MEETING PACKED WITH  

INSPIRATION, CELEBRATION & LION PRIDE! 
 

Our September 9th dinner meeting was an evening filled with learning, 

celebration, and recognition! 

Daniel Teano of AltruVision gave an informative presentation about 

the important work of eye banks. He shared that AltruVision was 

founded by Lions and is one of only five eye banks in the United 

States equipped with a Femtosecond Laser. The 500-pound laser 

provides specialized technology for corneal procedures, and a 

dedicated van would allow this equipment to be transported 

throughout Pennsylvania, Delaware, and New Jersey, expanding 

access to hospitals without the technology on-site. In Delaware 

alone, 100 cornea recipients were served during the fiscal year  

                ending June 30, 2026. 

The evening also brought a very special celebration as the club honored 

Lion Harry Grandel on his 104th birthday! A surprise cake and warm 

birthday wishes made the occasion especially memorable. We were 

delighted to have Lion Harry with us to celebrate this incredible 

milestone. 

Another highlight was the induction of 

our newest member, Lion Brandon Harris, by PCC Don LeCates. 

Lion Brandon was sponsored by PCC Lee Bird. Welcome to the 

Lions family, Brandon! 

Lions Lee and Amanda also presented the 2025–2026 100% Club 

Attendance Awards, recognizing members whose commitment to 

attending meetings continues to strengthen our club. 

Special pins went to eight Lions celebrating five consecutive years 

of perfect attendance, along with members marking impressive 

milestones ranging from one to 45 years of 100% attendance. 

Congratulations to all of our dedicated Lions—and thank you for showing up, staying involved, 

and continuing to serve! 

Left to right: King Lion Nolan 

Lewis and Daniel Teano 

Left to right: Newly Inducted Lion 

Brian Harris and his sponsor  

PCT Lee Bird. 
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Lions Lee and Amanda also presented 2025-2026 100% Club Attendance awards  

to the following Lions: 
 

Lee Bird – 45 years  Don LeCates – 34 years  Anita Bird – 30 years  

Dick Gackenbach – 26 years Carol LeCates – 26 years  Gail Krebs – 25 years 

Kirt Krebs – 25 years  Randy Keim – 22 years  Mandy Scarborough – 22 years 

Frazier VanVelsor – 21 years Tom McDonough – 17 years Bob Hershberger – 15 years 

Fran Hershberger – 14 years Billy Cole – 5 years  Sandy Pierson – 5 years 

Keith Guzma – 5 years  Duncan Calder – 3 years  Billy Cole – 5 years  

Nolan Lewis – 3 years  Andy Shackelford – 3 years Lorraine Wirt – 3 years 

Lisa MB Johnson – 3 years Debbie Maybroda – 1 year Matt Yoder – 1 year 

Dave Ganfield – 1 year  Bill Gerety – 1 year 

  

   OCTOBER BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

The next Claymont Lions Club Board of Directors meeting will be 

held on Wednesday, October 21, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of PCC 

Don LeCates and IPP Carol LeCates, 19 Cameo Road., Claymont. 

All club members are invited to attend Board meetings where the 

official business of the club is conducted. Those present may participate 

in meeting dialogue. Only Board members vote on items requiring Board action. 

 

  

AN EXCITING EVENING OF 

FELLOWSHIP, 

SERVICE AND RECOGNITION! 

 

The Claymont Lions enjoyed an 

exciting dinner meeting on 

September 23, welcoming District 

Governor Dr. Esosa Iriowen and his 

cabinet for an evening filled with 

fellowship, surprises, gifts, and 

special awards. 

During his remarks, DG Esosa thanked the Claymont Lions for 

touching so many lives through their service to the Claymont 

community. He reminded us that “The lives we touch are the true reward of service” and that 

“Lion Acts of Service Matter.” 

He also spoke about International President’s “Rooted in Service” message and noted that the 

Claymont Lions Club is truly deeply rooted in service. DG Esosa shared that he was there not only 

to listen, but also to see how he could join us and contribute to our service efforts. 

District Governor 

Esosa Iriowen’s Challenge Coin 

Lion Amanda Scarborough introduces 

District Governor Esosa Iriowen as  

King Lion Nolan S. Lewis listens 
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One of the evening’s highlights was his story about his wife, who is not yet a Lion. After 

participating in a Glasgow Lions service project, she was so inspired by the experience that she 

now wants to become a Lion!        Her only dilemma? She doesn’t want to join the Dover Lions 

Club with her husband!        

DG Esosa’s story was a simple and inspiring message: Invite someone to participate in a service 

project—they just might fall in love with Lionism through the joy of serving others! 

 

 

DG PRESENTATIONS & GIFTS 
 

District Governor Esosa’s Challenge Coin 

• Lion Fran Hershberger  

• Lion Tom McDonough  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chevron Award Presentations 

DG Esosa also distributed to the following on behalf of the 

International Lions President Mark S. Lyons: 

 

 

 

 

10 Year Chevron: 

• Lion Shirly Ibrahimovic  

• Lion Andy Shackelford 

20 Year Chevron: 

• Lion Sylvia Reid  

Lion Fran and DG Esosa 

Lion Tom and DG Esosa 

DG Esosa during his encouraging 

words to Club Members 

Lion Andy and DG Esosa 

Lion Sylvia and DG Esosa 



6 

 

25 Year Chevron: 

• Lion Amanda Scarborough 

30 Year Chevron: 

• Lion Ron Olin 

• Lion Peter Bartolozzi  

 

35 Year Chevron: 

• Lion Dominic Gatta 

40 Year Chevron: 

• Lion George Ozer 

70 year Chevron:  

• Lion Harry Grandel 

 

Special Chevron Awards for District Committee Chairs: 

• Lion Amanda Scarborough, Zone Chair 

• PCT Lee Bird 

• Lion Lisa MB Johnson, District Bulletin Editor 

 

Once the recognition portion of the evening was complete, the Cabinet Members shared individual 

remarks and reflections.  And it seems our District Governor had such a wonderful time with the 

Claymont Lions that he followed up with a letter to the club about his visit! Be sure to read his 

letter, included in this issue of the SCOOP, for your reading pleasure. 
 

And one last mention! Remember the call for volunteers to help pack a trailer to transport 

eyeglasses to the New Jersey Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center? Well, Claymont Lion Bob 

Schlosberg answered the call! He volunteered in Milton to help load an incredible 30,000 pairs of 

eyeglasses, alongside PCC Clyde Bragg and other Lions. 
 

Now THAT is what “Lion Acts of Service Matter” looks like! A great evening of service was had 

by all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lion Amanda and DG Esosa 

Lion George and DG Esosa 

District Bulletin Editor, Lion Lisa 

MB Johnson and DG Esosa 

L to R: Cabinet Secretary Erin Wienner 

and Cabinet Treasurer Marc Wienner 

with PCC Lee Bird 
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DISTRICT GOVERNOR ESOSA IRIOWEN’s  

LETTER TO CLAYMONT LIONS! 
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DONATIONS FOR CLAYMONT COMMUNITY CENTER FOOD CLOSET 

Claymont Lions are encouraged to bring food items for the Claymont Community Center Food 

Closet the first meeting of each month. Among the items to be donated are: 

Peanut Butter/Jelly           Macaroni & Cheese/Rice                     Canned Tuna/Chicken 

Pancake Mix/Syrup         Pasta & Sauce                                      Canned Vegetables/Fruit 

Cereal/Oatmeal                Canned Soup/Juices                             Canned Beans 

The holidays are approaching, please remember to bring items needed for holiday dinners: 

Gravy, Cream of Mushroom Soup, Cream of Chicken Soup, Stuffing & Rolls  

 

 

CHRISTMAS TREE SALE IS COMING! 
Friday, November 27 • Claymont Fire Company Sub-Station #31 

 

The holiday season is just 

around the corner, and that 

means it’s almost time for 

one of our favorite—and 

most important—

fundraisers of the year! 

 

Co-Chairs Lions Keith Guzma, Don LeCates, 

Tom McDonough, Amanda Scarborough, and 

Matt Yoder have announced that the Club’s 

annual Christmas Tree Sale will begin Friday, 

November 27, at the Claymont Fire Company 

Sub-Station #31, located at Marsh and 

Naamans Roads. 

 

A special thank-you goes to Claymont Fire 

Company President Tom DiCristofaro and the 

Claymont Fire Company for allowing us to 

use their facilities. 

 

Preparing for Another Great Sale! 

This year, we expect to sell approximately 

1,100 Christmas trees, along with a dozen or 

so wreaths. There is plenty of work to do 

before the first customer arrives, and we need 

our Lions ready to help! 
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➢ Once again, we will not be using the inside of the Sub-Station except for the bathrooms. 

➢ Hot food will be available on weekends. Food must arrive hot and will only need to be 

warmed. 

 

• Lions are encouraged to bring able-bodied family members and friends who are high-school 

age or older to join us. It’s a great way to spend time together, help the Club, and have some 

holiday fun! 

 
 

TREE SALE HOURS 

• Saturdays: 9:00 AM–8:00 PM 

• Three-hour shifts, except 6:00–8:00 PM 

• Sundays: 10:00 AM–8:00 PM 

• Three-hour shifts 

• Monday–Friday: 4:00–8:00 PM 

• Two-hour shifts: 4:00–6:00 PM and 6:00–8:00 PM 

• The 4:00–6:00 PM shift is usually busy with people coming home from work, so please stop 

by and lend a hand! 
 

LET'S MAKE THIS YEAR'S SALE A SUCCESS! 

• The Tree Committee is looking forward to another successful Christmas Tree Sale, but we 

can’t do it without you! 

• We need—and truly appreciate—the help of every Lion, along with the family and friends you 

bring. 

• Come out, lend a hand, enjoy the fellowship, and help us continue to serve our community 

throughout the holiday season. 

SEE YOU AT THE TREE SALE! 

 

 

FALL PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
 

Get Ready, Claymont!  
 

Pancake Day is back! Join us Saturday, October 24, at the Claymont 

Fire Hall on Philadelphia Pike for the first Pancake Breakfast of the 

2026–2027 Lions year. Our community is ready for the return—mark 

your calendar and come lend a hand! 
 

Can’t make it early? No problem! Consider coming toward the end 

of the breakfast to help clean up. 
 

 

Let’s make our first Pancake Day of the year a great success! 

Pancake Co-Chairs, Lion Bob Hershberger and Lion George Ozer, and the Pancake Committee 

have been working hard behind the scenes to finalize the arrangements for this event. Tickets have 

been distributed. If you haven’t received your tickets yet, please contact Lion Fran Hershberger at 

(302) 828-2600.   
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The Pancake Committee is hoping to have as many Lions as possible help with setup on Friday 

night and during the Pancake Breakfast on Saturday. 

 

Friday, October 23, 2026 

• Friday night setup starts at 6 p.m. and takes approximately an hour. 

Saturday, October 24, 2026 

• Cooks and kitchen staff should arrive at 6 a.m. to set up the kitchen and start cooking 

sausage and bacon 

• First shift volunteers should arrive no later than 7 a.m. 

• Anyone who is willing to work and can’t arrive at 7 a.m., please come at your earliest 

convenience and stay as long as you can.    

• The committee will need Lions to stay after breakfast for cleanup and to put supplies away 

and takes approximately an hour.   

Members of the community are looking forward to our club’s Pancake Breakfast.  Please plan to 

attend and cover as many shifts as possible to help make this Pancake Breakfast fundraiser a 

success.   

 

AUTUMN BAKE TABLE at PACAKE BREAKFAST 

Lions Fran Hershberger and Gail Williams will be co-chairing the 

autumn bake table for the pancake breakfast on October 24, 2026.  

Please bake or donate your favorite bakery treats. 

 
 

 

 

WHITE CANE DAYS: THREE DAYS OF SERVICE, SPIRIT & GENEROSITY! 
 

Three days. Multiple locations. 26 Lions. Countless generous donors. 

ONE AMAZING WHITE CANE DAYS WEEKEND! 
 

The Claymont Lions Club once again showed what service in action 

looks like during our annual White Cane Days! For three days, our 

dedicated Lions volunteered at several locations throughout the 

community, greeting shoppers, spreading awareness, and collecting 

donations to support the important work of Lions. 

 

And the results were fantastic—we are proud to announce that we 

exceeded our budget goal!  WHAT A TEAM EFFORT! 
 

This success would not have been possible without the support of our 

wonderful community partners: Dunkin, ACME, Action Hardware, 

and Food Lion. We sincerely appreciate their generosity and 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/nyxie/8013600571
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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continued support of the Claymont Lions and our service to the community. 

 

A special THANK YOU to Lion Lee Bird for picking up the donations after each shift and making 

sure everything made it safely back to the club.   And, we certainly can't forget Lion Dick 

Gackenbach, who dutifully took on the important job of counting the many donations! We 

appreciate your dedication—and your patience!  
 

AND THEN THERE WAS ONE VERY SPECIAL VOLUNTEER… 
 

We want to give a HUGE shout-out to Carolyn Lewis, spouse of former Lion George Lewis, who 

absolutely tirelessly worked SEVEN shifts!   
 

Carolyn, your commitment, energy, and willingness to give your time to help the club make White 

Cane Days a success did not go unnoticed.  Quite frankly, we have just one thing to say: 
 

YOU NEED TO BECOME A LION!  Your Lions family is ready when you are! 
 

A HUGE THANKS TO EVERYONE! 
 

To the 26 Lions who volunteered, 9 working two or more shifts, our incredible extended Lions 

family, and everyone who stopped by and generously contributed—THANK YOU! 

 

Duncan Calder (2)   Beverly Chiffons (1) Billy Cole (4)   Jim Dooley (2)   

Bill Gerety (1)   Keith Guzma (3)  Bob Hershberger (1)  Lisa MB Johnson (1) 

Randy Keim (2)   Carol LeCates (1)  KL Nolan Lewis (1)  April Lindsey (1) 

Debbie Maybroda (1)  George Ozer (1)  Sandy Pierson (1)   Kim Robbins (1)  

Bob Schlosberg (2) Andy Shackelford (2) Amy Vitsorek (2)  Glenn Williams (1) 

Lorraine Wirt (2)  Matt Yoder (1) 
 

You helped make this year’s White Cane Days a truly memorable three days of service, 

fellowship, and generosity. 
 

WATCH OUT FOR THE LETTERMAN TOP 10 AT OUR NEXT DINNER MEETING!  

 
 

  

LIONS HOLIDAY BASKET OF FUN – Coming in December!  
 

Lions Fran Hershberger and Gail Williams are gearing up to create our 

annual Basket of Fun, which will be raffled off to one lucky winner in 

December! Let’s make this a warm and cheerful holiday surprise for 

someone special. 

 

Please bring a donation to one of our dinner meetings to help fill the 

basket with festive goodies and treats. Details about raffle tickets will be 

shared soon! 
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Basket of Fun Suggested Donations: 

Gift Cards ($15–$25): Walgreens, Philly Pretzel Factory, Target, Walmart, Mazella’s Restaurant, 

Panera Bread, Grotto Pizza, WAWA, Regal Movies, Rite Aid, Dunkin’ Donuts, Brandywine Diner, 

Green Turtle, Texas Roadhouse, Starbucks, Dairy Queen 

Liquor Suggestions: Chardonnay, Pinot Noir, White Zinfandel, Cabernet Sauvignon, Bailey’s 

Irish Cream, Kahlua, Bourbon, Apricot Brandy, or coolers 

Other Fun Items: Note pads, “To-Do” pads, holiday napkins, and tea towels 

 

LET’S MAKE THIS YEAR’S BASKET OF FUN THE BEST ONE YET! 

 

 

UPCOMING DISTRICT EVENTS 
Editor Apology:  District event information was incorrect in the September Bulletin. 

 

•  2nd Cabinet Meeting – October 29, 2026 – Modern Maturity Center, Dover 

• Cost $29 - RSVP no later than October 15, 2026   

        Additional details in October District Bulletin  
 

• DLF Board Meeting – November 24, 2026 – Grotto Pizza Dover 
 

• Governor’s Ball – December 5, 2026 – Harrington, DE 

• Cost $60.00 – RSVP no later than November 15, 2026 

Additional details in October District Bulletin  
 

• Visually Impaired Party Region 1 – December 12, 2026 
 

• MD 22 2027 CONVENTION – Discount Room Rates 

• Convention Dates:  May 13–16, 2027   

• Wisp Resort, 296 Marsh Hill Road, McHenry MD, and the resort is offering 

a special promotion: Book two nights and receive your third night at 50% 

off – discount deadline November 1, 2026. 

• Reserve Your Room today at 855 - 969 – 2807 

• Queen Efficiency, Queen Deluxe, $149 per night 

• Queen Suite - $159 per night 

• Double Suite & King Suite - $169 per night 

• The Convention Group Rate Reservation Code is 7412. 
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NEWS FROM THE LIONS DEN 

 

 

Let's Remember:  
 

Lions are all volunteers, united by a common purpose. Let’s 

respect and encourage one another, support one another, and work 

together to make a difference. 
 
 

 

CALLING ALL COMMITTEE CHAIRS: 
 

YOUR STORIES MAKE THE SCOOP!  

Committee updates are what make the 

SCOOP interesting, exciting, and 

meaningful—especially for members who 

can’t join us regularly for dinner meetings. 

 

Share your service. Share your stories.  

 

Keep your fellow Lions connected! 

 

Stories can inspire members to get more 

involved—and even encourage others to join 

our club. 
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CHECK PAYMENTS 
 

When writing checks for dues, meals, or other 

club events, please make them payable to the 

Claymont Lions Club unless instructed 

otherwise. 

 

 

 

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 

Lion Kirt requests that anyone in the club who needs to contact him regarding medical 

equipment to please contact him at 302-477-1271. Please leave a message if there is no 

answer.  

 

MEMBERSHIP INCENTIVES ARE MONEY IN YOUR POCKET!! 

That's correct.... MONEY in YOUR pocket! The Board has approved an incentive program 

geared at growing our club's membership while earning rewards for sponsors. Sponsors of new 

members will receive a $25 gift card upon induction of their new members during this 2025-2026 

Lion year. Then, at the end of the 2026-2027 Lion Year, a $50 gift card will be offered to the one 

club member that sponsors the most members (which has to be more than one new member). If 

there is more than one member who has sponsored the same number of new members, then 

both/all of those sponsors will be offered a $50 gift card.  Let the competition begin and our new 

members roll in! 

 

SCOOP NEWSLETTER 

If you have information or a suggestion for the Scoop, please send the information to 

me by the last day of each month.  PLEASE REFERENCE “SCOOP” in the subject 

of any email to make sure that information is not overlooked. 
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INK CARTRIDGE COLLECTION UPDATE 

Please note that we are NO LONGER COLLECTING INK CARTRIDGES. 

Unfortunately, we were not receiving enough value from the program to justify the 

effort involved. Since there are no convenient recycling options in Delaware, the 

cartridges were being picked up by someone from New Jersey for recycling. 

After considering the time, effort, and limited return, we determined that the program was simply 

not worth continuing. 

Thank you to everyone who participated and supported this effort. 

 

 

CAN TABS 

  Lion Lisa, PCS Gail & Lion Kirt are collecting can tabs for Tender      

  Hearts, Inc.  Tender Hearts is a 501c3 organization whose mission is to support  

  medically fragile children in order to help provide them with a better quality of  

  life.  Please save can tabs and contact Lions Lisa, Gail and/or Kirt for drop off. 

 We will make sure that the tabs are delivered to Tender Hearts. 

 

 

 

 

SCOOP DEADLINE: 

Saturday, October 31, 2026 

Submit all information to Bulletin Editor 

at TYLISAJ@aol.com. 

PLEASE REFERENCE “SCOOP” in the 

subject of any email to make sure that  

information is not overlooked. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:TYLISAJ@aol.com

